
 

Powerful questions 
 

Motivations and desired outcomes Context and behaviour Feelings and emotions 

What are you trying to accomplish in life 
that you think better English would help 
you with? 

What do you think you would get out of 
life if you spoke better English? 

What does success in learning English look 
like for you? 

What does ‘good enough’ look like, with 
regards to speaking English? What about 
‘perfect’? 

If you spoke perfect English, what 
problems would it solve for you? What 
about ‘good enough’ English? 

What problem with speaking or learning 
English do you wish someone would solve 
for you? 

If there was a magic English product that 
could do anything, what would it do for 
you? 

How are you spending your time learning English now?  

If you had an extra hour free each day to spend on English, how would you 
spend it? 

Does it ever seem like you’re wasting time while learning English? What are 
you doing at those times? 

What factors in your life make learning English more of a challenge? Do any 
factors make it less of a challenge? 

When it feels like you’re making the most progress in English, what are you 
doing? 

If your story of learning English had a hero and a villain, who or what would 
they be? 

Do you ever find yourself losing track of time while you’re studying English? 
What are you doing at those times? 

What do you wish we understood about what learning English is like for you? 

Do you ever find yourself complaining about learning English? What do you 
complain about? 

Is there anything that you do that you wish someone else would do for you? 

If you could change one thing about how you behave with regards to learning 
English, what would you change? 

What kinds of thing make you happy? 

Which parts of learning English make you 
feel joy or happiness? 

Where do you feel stuck in your learning? 

Does anything make you feel angry about 
learning English? 

What do you feel passionate about? 

What frustrates you about learning 
English? 

Which part of learning English tires you out 
the most? 

When do you feel most proud of yourself? 
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